"
in Man, as well as in the Sheep and other graminivorous Animals. Congestion of the Liver.
The description given by our author of this morbid condition is lucid and instructive: as a matter of course, he has drawn largely, for his illustrations of the changes produced by its presence, from the admirable paper of Kiernan in the Philosophical Transactions. The most frequent cause of Hepatic Congestion is the existence of some obstruction to the free return of the venous blood to the right side of the Heart, in consequence of cardiac or pulmonary disease. " It often happens," says Dr. Budd, " that in such persons, when the circulation is more than commonly impeded, the liver grows larger. Its edge can be felt two or three inches below the false ribs. If the circulation be relieved by bleeding, or by diuretics, or by rest, the liver returns to its former volume.
This enlargement of the liver from congestion, often takes place, and again subsides, very rapidly, according to the varying conditions of the general circulation.
In estimating the bulk of the liver, in congestion and other diseases, we must bear in mind, that its natural limits vary with posture and many other circumstances.
It descends an inch or two lower when the person under examination is standing or sitting, than when he is lying down; it is lower after inspiration, than after expiration; and it may be pushed down by fluid in the cavity of the pleura, or by bloated, emphysematous lung." P. 41 The second Section of the Chapter, upon which we are at present engaged, is devoted to the consideration of Fatty degeneration of the livei?? partial deposit of fat in its substance?waxy liver?and the appearances caused by deficiency of fat in the liver.
It is to Mr. Bowman that we owe our most correct knowledge of the true nature of the first of these morbid states. According to this accurate observer, the greater portion of the superabundant fatty matter, present in the hepatic parenchyma, exists in the form of oil-globules .within the proper nucleated cells of the affected organ. Even in the healthy state, these cells always contain some oil-globules; but, in this disease, the number and size of these is enormously increased. The accumulation of fatty matter is sometimes so great, that more than one-half of the bulk of the entire viscus?which, moreover, is generally a good deal larger than natural?may consist of it. The tissue of such a liver is pale, and generally of a light buff colour throughout, dotted with brown or red, the dots indicating the centres of the lobules ; it is moreover soft, and greases the hands or the scalpel like common fat. When the quantity of oil is less, the liver presents the peculiar appearance so well known as the " nutmeg liver." It may not feel greasy; but that it contains an unusual quantity of fat may be at once detected, by placing a thin slice of it on a piece of paper, and exposing it to the action of heat; some of the oil or fat exudes, and greases the paper. But the best way of ascertaining the morbid change is to examine a small particle of the liver with the microscope. ? The early stage of Cirrhosis, it may be remarked, is apt to be mistaken for the true nutmeg liver, occasioned by the moderate deposition of fatty matter: a microscopic examination will suffice at once to distinguish these morbid states from each other. The functions of the viscus are sometimes very little, if at all, disturbed by the fatty degeneration of its structure ; the only inconvenience perhaps experienced by the patient being the distension of the belly, and a sense of fulness and weight on turning in bed from one side to the other, in consequence of the increased bulk of the liver. 
